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DMH HISTORY AND DEMOGRAPHICS

South Carolina has a liapproximately one millicment Program (SVPTP).
history of caring for tho patients and provided o'DMH is one of the largest
suffering from menteé150 million bed days. hospital and community
illness. In 1694, the LorI n the 1920 (.based systems of care 'nIStC'

g;?oﬁigstg;;bligr]:edstﬁ;tt the mentally' ill began to In response to community
destitute mentally ill shot cIugIe outpatient care as vneeo_ls, DMH has_ developed
be cared for by loc as |nst_|tut|onal caﬂéhe first multiple innovative  pro-
governments. The concep outpatient center in Solgrams, two of which are its
50ut d o.o r Rel Carollna was established S_chool Mental Health Ser—_
Columbia in 1923. vices (SMHS) and Telepsychi-

Elizabethan Poor Laws X
- ' ~  ary. Asof Jly 2019, DMH&
firmed that the poor, siThe 195006s *SMHS has mental health pr%-

and/or disabled should phenothiazines, "mirac . .
taken in or boarded at puldrugs" that controlled ma fessionals empedded n more
than 700 public schools and
expense. In 1762, the Fellcsevere symptoms of mei serves thousands of children
ship Society of Charles illness, making it possible or vear. DMH Telepsvchia
established an infirmary "unlock" wards. These dI‘LFr {ItiliZIeS statduthga)r/t
the mentally illt was not enabled many patients eyui ment that allows doc-
until t he 18 functionin society and wi quip :
g .tors to see, speak with, and
tal health movement recei towards recovery, reduci evaluate patients from remote
legislative attention at tthe need for prolonged hos Iocationsp DMH  provides
state level. talization. Government st ’ nprovid
telepsychiatry in its clinics,

Championing the mentally port and spending increa hospitals, and 23 commynity~ _
the 196060 . é
hospital emergency depart-

South Carolina LegislatI n
Colonel Samuel Farrow Eolma Comr_nunlty Ment ments. DMH Telepsychiatry
) o Health Services Act (19¢ ;
Major William Crafts worke programs have provided more
than 118,000 comprehensive

zealously to sensitize tt and the Federal Commur
Y Health Centers Act (19€ . .
fellow lawmakers to tf evaluations and services.

. provided more funds for lo
needs of the mentally ill, ¢ mental health care.

on December 20, 1821, t
South Carolina State Legi The South Carolina Depart

DMH

ture passed a stastarge ment of Mental Health

approving $30,000 to bu (DMH) was founded in 1964 OPERATESA
the South Carolina LunzIn 1967, the first mental|| NETWORK OF
Asylum and a school for healthcare complex in the SIXTEEN
6deaf and du South, the Columbia Aregf COMMUNITY
The Mills Building MgntaI_Health Center, wasj MENTAL HEALTH
designed by renowmbunt. Since then, the Centers CENTERS

and clinics have served mo
than three million patients,
and provided more than 42
million clinical contacts.

MULTIPLE
CLINICS,
THREE
HOSPITALS
THREE
VETERAND
NURSING
HOMES, AND
ONE

COMMUNITY
NURSING HOME.

architect Robert Mills, w.
completed and operationa
1828 as the South Caro
Lunatic Asylum. The facilit
grew through the decades Today, DMH operates a ne
meet demand, until inpatie work of 16 community men-
occupancy peaked in tal health centers, multiple
19600s at w clinics, three hospitals, thpeg
patients on any given dveteranso nur
Since the 18community nursing home,G
lina stateun hospitals an Forensic Program, and a Se
nursing homes have trez ually Violent Predator Treat
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BERKELEYCOMMUNITY
MENTALHEALTH CENTER
403 $SONEYLANDINGROAD
MONKSCORNER SC 29461
(803) 76:B282

Serving Berkeley County

BERKELEYCOMMUNITY MENTALHEALTH CENTER

Established in 1981, BerkeBR§MHC has partnershiB&CMHC gives priority to
Community Mental Healtvith area service organizatults and children with seri{] THE MISSION OF
Center (BCMHC) is théions (Berkeley Countgus mental illnesses and seff THE CENTER IS
youngest of the 16 mentthools, Department of Jueess emotional disturbanceg FOR STAFFTO
health centers operated e Justice, Department ahd fulfills its legislative man WORK IN
DMH. Located on Stonejocial Services and area Hates. BCMHC works coop-f PARTNERSHIP
Landing Road in Moncks C&mforcement) allowingratively with other agenciesfl w tH PATIENTS,
ner, the 26,000 square foBCMHC clinicians to be erbeth public and private, to FAMILIES AND
facility was built in 1992 inedded in those facilities assure continuity of services. ||~ MUNITIES
response to increased needaflmw for easy access to mMeps . '
mental health services duedbhealth treatment and sgr- MHC operations extend TO ASSIST
Seyond the dayday treat- THOSE WITH

gc](r)ér\:vr?herC|al and residentiates. | ment of paj[ients; staff anq MENTAL ILLNESS
' At BCMHC, staff believe theg¢rvice providers are often i AND TO

The mission of BCMHC is foatients are best served witthia community educating oth IMPROVE THE
staff to work in partnershipeir home communities; wittrs about treatment re- QUALITY OF
with patients, families, ariceatment, people with mesources, participating in ~

. o ; ; . PATIENTSOLIVES
the community, to assiidl illnesses can lead full livesareness campaigns, discug
adults and children with s@ad investing in treatment fog wellness activities with
vere, persistent mental ilthildren, adolescents, amatea agency personnel and
nesses to improve the qualitgir families is vitally inproviding trauma treatment
of pati ent s 0 pottanty &€hese bdliefe hd@edinstresponders.
staff values input and feedbadk to three major acco 0l
o Dol s, el Ore: & NSOtk nsed or acorediec the

' tL§:CMHC Outpatient Program

Services offered include inf(ﬁfzm Berkeley County ha 8r Adults and Children/

DMH facilities are li-

vidual, group and family th ceded to be _admltted_ dolescents has been accred-#

goies medication and nursng tate psychiatric hospltq{ d by the Commission on -

services; 24/7 crisis interve wo, the C_:(_entgr has MOV&Rcreditation of Rehabilita- B

tion services; vocational re a- rehabllltatlofoc_used tion Facilities (CARF) since "~ A
reatment versus maintena

INess, peer spport Services focused treatment. An ’-

integrated primary care, aqwee, the Center has estab-

community placemen _ .
(Homeshare/Housing) selﬂ-Shed, vital, evide+sed _
vices. outpatient programs for chil-

dren and their families.
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Vicki Ellis,
Board Chair

0 MNTAL
ILLNESSIS A
MEDICAL ISSUE
WHICH CAN BE
IMPROVED WITH
TREATMENT. 0

ELLIS

J. Matthew Dorman,
BCMHC Executive Director

Vickl ELLIS, BOARD CHAIR
AND SAMUEL DARBY , BOARD MEMBER

Board Chair Vicki Ellis, gmoper care and/or medicunprecedented demands on
active member of the Boardn, patients with mentBCMHC are of paramount
for manyears, isdedicated|l | nes s wi | limportance. In pursuit lofe i
to ensuring people wrgaid Ellis. this goal, BCMHC Board

ne_ed mental health care ggr Darby, an active m(_I\/Iembers continue to give
ceive proper care. Ellis,

88, of the Board. is pass input and feedback to com-
emergency room nurse '

- munity partners, policy
. ) about ensuring BCMI
Trident Medical Centerfocuses on families and tmakers, and stakeholders to

wants to know that her ptja-n vol vemen ensure proper support is, .

tients are properly cared nt. Darbya retired com- given to the Center.
after they leave the hOSp'gﬁnicaﬁons technician w

AT&T, brings vast life exg

_oMent_aI 1 .WigngegtotesBoa?d. medi cal
issue, which can be im-

proved with treatmentBoth members agree t
Like patients with diabeté§ategic and thoughtful «
and heart disease, with@@&nsion efforts to meet

J. MATTHEW D ORMAN , EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

J. Matthew Dorman begrience in suicide assessnwas appointed executive
working with the South Cicrisis intervention, psyct director of BCMHC in Feb-
olina Department of Men logical firsaid, and providr uary 2019. ol
Health in 1994. During ting evidendmsed traum honored and appreciate the
25 year career, Dorman treatment for those suffer gravity of what is expected
worked in a variety of mefrom mental illnesses ¢of me in the role of execu-
tal health care settings combat related stress.  tive director. | am confident
provided care to a bro rthe men and women of
spectrum of patients. | BCMHC will meet the un-
cluded in those are his w precedented demands for
in a traditional communi services and do so with pas-
mental health setting, cc sion, dedication and the

Most recently, Dorman
supervised numerous p
grams, administrative st
front line clinical staff, mi
level managers, and up

tra(ictlng_ as Ia _mental h_e'aI evel l eade hlghestt_qutalltyl/c; |t_|_|s W é
pro et:_ssmn;_ in ad prive Berkeley Community Me our patients, e:ml ies, 3
practice office, and serv., . ih cCenter in 20.¢ @ MmMunNi ty es
as an Employee Assist: said.

Professional via the U 2rorded me an opportur

to be part of dynamic org:
Department of Defense .dizetion thet is poised to re-

'l?g dOperann EnOIUrIrshape community mer
reedom. health services in Berke
Dorman has extensive eCounty, 0 s a He
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GERALDINE 6 BRIO AR, LPC,
DIRECTOR OF SCHoOL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

BCMHC, under the direandustry to provide an effirazi. It is a joint goal of the

tion of Geri Pazi, LPC, hagent and effective serviSeuth Carolina Department

created a School Mentamle. Pazi noted that haviay Education and Depart-

Health service delivery madlinicians embedded ment of Mental Health for

el that embedded cliniciaBerkeley County Schoasery child attending a pub-

in 33 of the Berkeley Courdagcomplishes goals that ligosschool to have quick and

School Districts 47 schobksyond treatment. In heseamless access to mental

in 2019. view, bringing mental healttealth care in their respec-

2e out of the shadows and v e school . Wi t h Pazi @

Pazi has the unique pers;f N . .
tive of having once work 0 the community is thieadership, BCMHC Schoc e pazi Director of School

as a BCMHC School Me gﬁt way to fighting stigmaMental Health Services in  Mental Health Services

Health therapist. She bringO u r staff, tchllf, A f%c%nlpliSha W% I n

that experience and hevery way, empower Berkd22!
knowledge of the commuri-ey 6s s chool age children to
ty and the behavior heatthh se t o be their best, 6 said

TABITHA PRESSLEY
2018 BCMHC E MPLOYEE OF THE Y EAR

Tabitha Pressley is the 2@848 supervisor of BCMHEares deeply for her family,
Berkeley Community Mentainical support staff, pé&iends, work, and commu-

Health Center Employee ténts, guests, and community, and is always willing to

the Year. This is the secdgd partners interact wittend a hand. She does what-

time in her 25 year careBrr e s s| ey 60 s tevex intakes to gat thed job any -
Pressley has received tme else at the facility.  done.

high honor. In fact, her Pgressley greets everyone

workers are of the opini ith a smidbé and a ocan

that she could be selecied i o attitude. If she can- Tabitha Pressley,
for this honor each year. 2018 BCMHC

not help, she will find the Employee of the Year

As one might expect, Prepgrson who can. She treats
ley brings to her professiemeryone with dignity and

and BCMHC a steadfast agspect in every encounter.

unwavering passion thatTisese words are not just
seen, heard, and expeplatitudes; she embodies this
enced by all who she ghilosophy. Pressley is as
counters. genuine as they come. She



